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arrangement with the German banking house of Velser
(Welser) of Augsburg, to establish a German colony on
the north coast of Venezuela. This firm sent out as their
agents persons who are known to us by their Hispanicized
names of Alfinger and Sailler. These men were named
Governor and Lieutenant-Governor of the new colony
and sailed from Spain to take possession of it with 360
Spaniards and perhaps 100 Germans. They also took
fifty horses, and landed in 1528 at a place called Coro
on the coast of Venezuela. Leaving Sailler in command
of Coro, ALFINGER, two years later, advanced into the
interior with 200 men and several hundred unfortunate
Amerindians to search for a rumoured land rich in gold.
He had made slaves of his Indian porters with the tacit
permission of the Spanish Government. They were laden
with provisions and stores, but they were treated by
Alfinger and his companions with the most shocking
barbarity. To prevent them from deserting, the Spanish
soldiers fastened them to a chain by a ring round their
necks. If one man fainted or even died on the march,
it was necessary to undo the fastenings of the whole row
of porters before his body could be removed. Therefore,
to save time, whether he was dead or alive, they cut off
the head and let the body drop out from the neck collar,
giving as their excuse that as it was necessary to leave
him behind it was the same to them whether he was dead
or alive.

Alfinger reached the Magdalena River at a great la-
goon which was dotted with islands. The natives fled
before his expedition, and took refuge on the islands, but
the greedy Spaniards, seeing the glitter of their golden
ornaments from the distance, spurred their horses into
the lake and swam them over to one of the islands, where